ABSTRACT. There are extended wind-blown sand territories in the northeastern part of the Great Hungarian Plain. Wind-blown sand migration periods were distinguished by means of radiocarbon age determination of charcoal samples found in the same type of a thin soil layer of chernozem character in different sand dune exposures.
INTRODUCTION
Wind-blown sand areas form a significant part of the Great Hungarian Plain. These cover nearly 20 percent of the total surface area of the country (fig 1) . The largest areas are in the Danube-Tisza Interfluve and in the northeastern part of the Great Plain (Nyirseg), then later continued in the Tisza-Bodrog Interfluve.
These blown sand areas were primarily formed on Pleistocene alluvial fans, whose evolutionary stage fostered the start of sand migration in the second half of the Upper Pleistocene. Three main periods of sand migration can be distinguished on the Hungarian wind-blown sand forms but their differentiation was possible only by geomorphologic, stratigraphic, and pedologic considerations (Borsy, 1953; 1961; 1965; 1969; 1978) . The exact age of these blown sand forms was not known, however.
Radiocarbon dating in blown sand areas was performed in Hungary only on a single charcoal sample found in a local exposure near the village Madaras in the Danube-Tisza Interfluve (Geyh and others, 1969 Our conclusions relating to the age of the fossil layer and to the warmer climatic changes in the Holocene agree well with results publisher by Grootes (1978) , who observed the same trend in the climate of northwest Europe for the same period as indicated here.
Precise knowledge of the age of these fossil soils greatly aids further studies of the origins of all the forms of blown sand areas in Hungary, and the clarification of some stratigraphic questions.
